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  T id ings
Club Announcements

President Diane Odeen called the meeting 
to order, and Tom GarÞn led devotions 
with a reßection on Òfriends, food fun 
and fellowship.Ó   Following the prayer, 
Diane led the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
Four Way Test, and the River Falls 
Rotary Vision Statement. The following 
announcements were then made. Thanks 
to those who set up and greeted our many 
guests.

Sneak Peek Week
Welcome Guests

- Donna Hill
- Glenn Potts
- Melissa Barberg
- Pat Steiner
- Sheila Steiner
- Justin Bagtun
- Susan Humphrey
- Harold Henson
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Strive Etiquette Banquet
Strive Etiquette Banquet is 
Tuesday, March 9th, 5:30 P.M. at 
the UWRF University Center.  
Jerry Tack reported that we will 
have 24 students and 14 Rotarians 
attending.  Thanks to those who 
are supporting this program.

RF Rotary Polo Shirts
Let Marti Piepgras  know if you 
want to order a Rotary shirt. We 
will have them in two weeks to 
distribute for the spaghetti dinner.                      

Relay for Life 
Scott Jones reminded everyone  
that the Relay for Life sign up 
sheet are on-line.  Please plan on 
working at the high school on 
Friday, March 26th  at 5 PM. This 
is a visible and very fun service 
project, and you wonÕt want to 
miss  the chance to work with your 
fellow Rotarians and serve the 
community.

District Conference
>lease plan to attend the District 
Conference in Mankato, April 
8-10th. Check here to Þnd out 
more information and to register. 

Easter Event
Brian announced that we will be 
contributing to the Lions Easter 
Egg Hunt.  Donations should be 
brought in the next week.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DOC
The club stopped for a moment to 
enthusiast ical ly sing Happy 
Birthday to ÒDocÓ Al Stewart on 
his 80th Birthday.  Doc and his 
crew faithfully serve our wonderful 
breakfasts every week, and the 
proÞts  support the churchÕs 
Service Group for Habitat for 
Humanity. 
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Please note schedule:

Next Rotary Board meeting
is scheduled for Thu. March 
11th at 7 AM at the River 
Falls Journal building.

THE ROTARY FOUR-
WAY TEST

Is it the truth?
Is it fair?
Will it build goodwill 

and better friendships?
Will it be beneÞcial to 

all concerned?

RF Rotary Vision 
Statement: ÒEnhancing 
Opportunities for
Youth; Creating a Better 
World for All. Ò
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OUR OFFICERS

President: ! Diane Odeen

Pres Elect: ! Tom GarÞn

Vice Pres:  ! Carole Mottaz

Exec. Treasurer:  !Marti Piepgras

Secretary:  ! Dale Jorgenson

Past Pres:  ! Kevin Pechacek

2009-10 DIRECTORS

Club:! !   
Community: ! Scott Jones
International: ! Heather Logelin
Vocational:  ! Tom Westerhaus
Youth:! ! Elaine Baumann
Public Relations: !Terry McKay
Membership:! Debbie GrifÞn

Programs:   ! Bill Montgomery
Sergeant:! Jodi Young
Newsletter: ! Gorden Hedahl
Technology: ! Steve Leitch

ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR

2003:! ! Tom Bloom    !
2005:! ! Tom GarÞn
2006:! ! Dale Jorgenson

2006:!  ! Kevin Pechacek
2006:       ! Jerry Tack
2007:!      ! John Kremer
2008 & 2009:! Carole Mottaz

PAST PRESIDENTS

1999:! ! Tom Bloom
2000:! ! Gorden Hedahl
2001:  ! ! David BrassÞeld

2002: ! ! Randy Cudd
2003:! ! Bill Montgomery
2004:! ! Tom Palmer
2005:! ! Connie Foster
2006:! ! Steve Schroeder

2007:! ! Carrie Fisher
2008:! ! Kevin Pechacek
  

Happy Bucks

Kris Ainsworth stepped forward to collect Happy Bucks, and Diane asked that everyone 
present a reason that they belong to Rotary and what they get out of being a member.  So in 
addition to happiness about our guests and regrets about missing meetings, we heard a great 
deal about what our members feel about the club that we all belong to.  We also took a 
moment to wish happy birthday to Harold Henson. 
 
Many members talked about what a fun, friendly and caring club this  is.  Newcomers like 
Vince, Pat and Harold all talked about all of the smiling and friendly faces they found here.  
While several people who have experienced Rotary elsewhere compared their experiences in 
other clubs to what they have found here.  Steve S. has been a Rotarian for 31 years in other 
parts of the world.  His Hong Kong club was concerned about welcoming women, and he 
said Òlook around the roomÓ to see what we are experiencing here.  Jeff said this was his 4th 
Rotary club, and the friendliest he has ever seen, and Jerry T. said this  was his 3rd club and 
that the camaraderie here was 2nd to none.  Terry was afraid that the club might be ÒstuffyÓ 
but she hasnÕt found that to be true at all. 

Ted H. said that, living in Woodbury, he drives past several other Rotary clubs to be a 
member here, because the club and its members were so dynamic.  Ted M. responded with 
Òa club thatÕs alive is worth the drive.Ó  Tom W. talked about the optimism of the group.  
Both Tom W.  and Virgil have looked at the organizations in the community and they most 
enjoyed what they have found here.   Randy said that it Òwarms his  heartÓ to see the people 
here every Tuesday; Brian said he joined just to hang out with Scott M.; and both Terry and 
Joe said that he has made some of their best friends here, and they would probably not have 
known them without Rotary.  

Others talked about the fact that this is a place where you can get things done.  Carole, Amy 
and Marti talked about the fact that if you have a project,  it isnÕt hard to Þnd someone here 
to make it happen.  Tom G. said this is  a place where you can Òleverage your passionÓ and 
he talked about our work to lead the renovation of VeteranÕs Park.  Scott M. also talked 
about the way that Rotary impacts the community, and Ted M. talked about all of the ways 
the club does to serve the community and humanitarian needs. Elaine focused on our 
Mission Statement about ÒEnhancing Opportunities for YouthÓ and has been very 
impressed by all that we do for the schools and students here.

Many others talked about our goal of ÒBuilding a Better World For AllÓ and the 
international efforts of Rotary.  Heather loves being part of something larger. Brian and 
Carrie said that they donÕt travel, but can be connected to the world, while Bill and Gorden 
love traveling and taking advantage of the international connections provided by Rotary.  
Roseanne and Wayne were particularly impressed by RotaryÕs efforts to eradicate polio, and 
Kevin is happy about RIÕs international Youth Exchange Program.  What a great club!
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Gorden Hedahl returned from his Rotary Group Study 
Exchange trip to India with banners from 12 of the clubs 
that he visited in District 3202 in January and February.

ÒRotary is an organization of business and professional men and 

women united worldwide who provide humanitarian 

service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, 

and help build goodwill and peace in the world.Ó
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Sneak Peek Ñ An Overview of Rotary
After the presentation of  Ted MarshÕs video (see RF Rotary homepage) Tom GarÞn presented a brief  history of  
Rotary International and the River Falls Rotary Club.  RI was the worldÕs Þrst service club, founded in 1905 by 
Paul Harris in Chicago.  The club meetings ÒrotatedÓ between the businesses of  the Þrst 4 members.  By the end of 
the Þrst year there were 30 members, and the organization soon spread to other cities and then to other countries.  
There are now 1.2 million Rotarians in over 33,500 clubs in 211 countries around the world.
River Falls Rotary Club Þrst started meeting in 1998, and was chartered March 20th, 1999.  We have always had a 
focus on youth and education, beginning with 32 members, and growing to the current 50.  

Gorden Hedahl talked about the International efforts of  Rotary, with its programs like RYLA (Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards), World Community Service Projects, Ambassadorial Scholarships, and Peace Fellowships. RIÕs 
Polio Plus is close to eradicating polio in the world.  These efforts have been recognized and supported by UNICEF, 
the World Health Organization and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  Gorden talked about participating in a 
National Immunization Day in India, and discussed the Group Study Exchange and Rotary Friendship Exchange 
that have taken him to Brazil and India in the past year.  Heather Logelin discussed the international projects that 
our club involved with in Haiti, Peru, and Rwanda.  The Rotary Foundation is the largest private foundation in the 
world, and they can provide matching grants if  partnerships can be found between Rotarians in both countries.

Steve Leitch talked some of  our many local projects, including our leadership with the renovation of  VeteranÕs 
Park, our Centennial project, where we helped to raise $1/4 Million to improve our downtown.  We also do an 
annual spaghetti feed for the Relay for Life, conduct highway clean-up activities, support a number of  local 
charities and events, and have erected public benches at various places in town, working to serve the community 
one step at a time.  Scott Jones followed up with a discussion of  our involvement with River Falls Days, Sharing 
Families, and our Gala and Rafße projects where we raise funds to give back to the community.

Bill Montgomery discussed our schedule of  programs, and informed our visitors about our classiÞcation talks.  
Diane brießy talked about the committee structure, and Terry (despite the absence of  her glasses), talked us all 
through the membership packet and information about becoming a member.

Elaine discussed the Rotary Youth Exchange, which has been going for 75 years.  It is one of  the largest and least 
expensive programs and has brought students from Bolivia, Peru, the Philippines, and South Africa to River Falls.  
She also asked for volunteers to help our student this year and our student arriving from South Korea next fall.
We Þnished the meeting with a round of  Literary Jeopardy, run by Tom Westerhaus for Literacy Month.
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Set Ups, Devotions & Greeters

Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

Mar 16 ! Garrett Gill ! ! Mottaz / Nelson
Mar 23 ! Debbie GrifÞn ! ! Nelson / Neuhaus
Mar 30 ! Gorden Hedahl ! ! Neuhaus / Nylander
April 6" Jeff  Johnson" " Nylander / OÕMalley
April 13" Tony Jilek" " OÕMalley / Odeen
April 20 ! Ted Hagberg ! ! Odeen / Page
April 27 ! Scott Jones ! ! Page / Pechacek

NOTE: If  you are unable to attend, please make 
arrangements to have these responsibilities covered.  
Ideally you might Þnd someone to trade with.

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB!         MARCH 9, 2010

Program Schedule

River Falls Rotary Mission Statement
ÒEnhancing Opportunities for Youth; Creating a Better World for All.Ó

MARCH

March 16:    Terry Swinburne: Assistance and Resource Center for River Falls
March 23:     Tim Ericson, University Archives
March 30:     Fast For Hope: Lenore Knock

APRIL    Magazine
April 6:       Linda Alverez: UWRF and Kenya Pambazuko Partners Organization
April 13:     George Oyeho: 5960 District Grants officer
April 20:     Mike Noreen: RF utility Conservation and Efficiency Coordinator,
April 27:     Travis Fitzl and Pat Murphy Ñ Classification Talks

MAY     Community Service
May 4:        Farm Technology Days, Rosanne Bump, contact person
May 11:      Juan Irias from Ocatol, Nicaragua, sister city of River Falls
May 18:      Dawn Wills, meeting at RF city hall in TV studio for breakfast and program
May 25:      Gorden Hedahl, GSE report on India

Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

May 4 ! Dale Jorgenson ! ! Pechacek / Piepgras
May 11 ! John Kremer ! ! Piepgras / Schroeder
May 18 ! Jim LaPoint ! ! Schroeder / Tack
May 25 ! Steve Leitch ! ! Johnson / Westerhaus
June 1 ! Heather Logelin ! ! Westerhaus / Wulf
June 8 ! Amy Luther ! ! Wulf  / Young
June 15 ! Ted Marsh ! ! Young / Ainsworth
June 22 ! Brian McQuade ! ! Ainsworth / Baumann
June 29 ! Terry McKay ! ! Baumann / Bluhm

Rotary District 5960 has a resource for devotions.  If  you are 
looking for something to read, you might check this link.
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River Falls Rotary Membership

Last ! First! Work! Home! Email! ClassiÞcation
Ainsworth! Kris! ! ! 425-9755! skainsworth@sbcglobal.net! Finance/HR Retired
Baumann! Elaine! 425-1835! 425-5727! Elaine.Baumann@rfsd.k12.wi.us! School Administration!
Bloch ! Peter  ! 426-0866 ! 426-0866! pbd@pressenter.com! RE Development!
Bluhm! Samantha! 651-470-3252! 425-0003! samantha@powerfulperspectives.net! Writer/Life Coach
Boles ! Joseph ! 425-7281! 425-6540! joe@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney!
Bump! Rosanne! 425-2533! 426-6505! rosanne@rfchamber.com! CEO Chamber of  Commerce
Cicchese! Larry! 425-6179! 425 6179! larrycicchese@baumancpa.com! Accountant!
Cudd ! Randy ! 425-9566 ! 425-9102! Randy@randycudd.com! Real Estate-Sales!
Ericson! Tim! 262-284-6462! 629-7070! vj5148@msn.com! Historian
Fisher ! Carrie ! 749-4116 ! ! ! ! cÞsher@wppisys.org! Manager-Utilities!
Fitzl! Travis! ! ! 225-9958! t_Þtzl@hotmail.com! Accountant
Foster ! Connie ! 425-3774! 425-6826 ! Connie.d.foster@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed Admin!
French! Nelson! 425-5738! 612-237-5171!nelsonfrench@kinniriver.org! KRLT Director
GarÞn ! Tom ! 425-9135 ! 425-1593! tgarÞn@expensereduction.com ! Independent Business!
Gill ! Garrett! 425-9511! 425-8554 ! garrett@gilldesigninc.com! Golf  Architect!
Goff! Steve! 715-821-7018! 425-8972! steve@byegoff.com! Attorney
GrifÞn! Debbie! 426-1048! ! ! ! dgrifÞn@rivertowns.net! Journalist
Hagberg! Ted! 612-701-3744! 651-578-2652!thagberg@Þnsvcs.com! Financial Advisor!
Hedahl ! Gorden ! Retired! 426-6082 ! ghedahl@comcast.net! Higher Ed-Fine Arts Retired
Henson! Harold! ! ! 715-220-8037!harold_henson2000@yahoo.com! Artist
Jilek! Tony            Retired! 425-8923! ajilek@dishup.us.! Higher Ed-Ag Sciences
Johnson           Jeff  ! 425-2401            425-1444!          jjohnson@fnbrf.com!!  !      Banking
Jones! Scott            425-6811! sjones@anchorbank.com! Banking
Jorgenson ! Dale ! Retired ! 425-2786 ! rvrlnd@yahoo.com! Laser Marking Retired
Kremer ! John ! 612-590-9540 ! 381-9799! john@kremerservices.com! Automotive Dealer!
LaPoint ! Jim ! 247-3285! 425-8301 ! lapoint@hotmail.com! Director
Leitch ! Steve ! 425-0159 ! 425-8044! steve@leitchinsurance.com! Insurance Sales
Logelin! Heather! 426-4503! 381-2788! Heather.logelin@allina.com! Philanthropy!
Luther! Amy! ! ! ! ! ! amy@cohseniorliving.com! Management
Marsh! Ted! 425-6309! 651-442-8982!inhispresents@hotmail.com ! Clergy! !
McCardle! Melissa! ! ! 651-246-7508!mmcardle@kinniclongtermcare.com ! Health Care Administration
McKay ! Terry ! 651-210-5669! 425-1109 ! terry.mckay@ERA.com! Realty Marketing 
McQuade! Brian! 612-590-8243! 715-307-0802!brian@bwirelessnow.com ! Info Technology
Miller ! David ! 426-4500 ! ! ! ! david.miller@allina.com ! Health Care Administration!
Montgomery ! Bill ! Retired  ! 425-5426 ! wm13@pressenter.com! Clergy!
Morrissette ! Scott ! 715-381-6856 ! 425-8993 ! smorrissette@anchorbank.com! Banking-Commercial!
Mottaz! Carole! ! ! 425-7903! mottaz@pressenter.com! Educator
Murphy! Pat! ! ! 651-235-2212!patmurphy208@gmail.com! Mortgage Broker!
Nelson! Patty! 425-2386! 425-7966! Patti@PLNCPA.com! Accountant-CPA!
Neuhaus! Max! 425-7281! 715-410-7296!max@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney
Nylander ! Virgil ! ! ! 425-6277! Nylander-c@sbcglobal.net ! Higher Ed-Admin Retired
O'Malley ! Pat ! 425-9882 ! 425-9882 ! pomalley@wildblue.net ! Aviation
Odeen! Diane! 612-336-9315! 426-5325! diane@lommen.com! Attorney at Law
Page! Alison! 612-810-3918! 425-8772! alisonhpage@yahoo.com ! Health Care Administration
Pechacek ! Kevin ! 425-8100 ! 426-2036 ! kevin@thewestwind.com! Restaurateur
Piepgras ! Marti ! 425-6177 ! 425-2077 ! marti@stcroixgas.com! Utilities Management
Ross ! Dan ! 425-9011 ! 425-9061 ! dross@rosscm.com! Construction-Manager
Schroeder! Steve! 386-2822! 425-1704! icasws@comcast.net! Insurance/Finance
Seidling! Vince! 425-1050! 715-977-0374!vseidling@yahoo.com! Financial Advisor
Tack ! Jerry ! 426-3122 ! 246-7514 ! jtack@fnbrf.com! Banking-Credit Mgr
Van Galen! Dean! 425-3201! ! ! ! dean.vangalen@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed-Administration!
Westerhaus! Tom! 425-1800! 715-3070021!Tom.Westerhaus@rfsd.k12.wi.us ! Superintendent
Wulf! Wayne! 866-559-1800! 426-1800 ! Wayne.S.Wulf@ampf.com! Financial Service
Young ! Jodie ! 425-8788 ! 386-2402! info@bakken-young.com! Funeral Director
! ! ! ! !                                                                                                                       
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