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  T id ings
River Falls Rotary Club 
Remembers Tom Bloom

President Diane Odeen called the meeting 
to order, and Connie Foster led devotions 
(printed below), followed by a recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance, the Four 
Way Test, and the River Falls Rotary 
Vision Statement.  In light of the recent 
death of  our Þrst president, Tom Bloom, 
the scheduled speaker and the business for 
the meeting was suspended. 

GUESTS
- Denny Bloom
- Devon Harder
- Harold Henson

Devotions
Presented by Connie Foster.

- For the spirit of service that 
brought us into Rotary, 

- For the grace of God who gives 
us this day, 

- For the fellowship that draws us 
together, 

- We thank you Lord.
This morning we mourn the 
sudden death of Tom Bloom.  Tom 
was an outstanding member of our 
Rotary Club.  He served as our 
first president and was 
instrumental in getting the club 
started.  He will be greatly mised 
by all who had the pleasure of 
knowing him.  In this time of loss 
and grief, we ask you to comfort 
his family and friends, giving 
them new hope and strength to go 
on.   Amen.

From the RF Rotary Club web site:                      
The River Falls Rotary Club is 
saddened by the passing of Founding 
Member and Past President Tom 
Bloom. Tom was a good friend, an 
outstanding Rotarian, and a tireless 
volunteer. 

Tom was instrumental in the 
formation of the River Falls club and 
served as our first President from 
1998 to 1999 and was a Paul Harris 
Fellow.

Tom will certainly be missed by his 
friends, his family and his community. 

Memorials are preferred for 
Shelterbox USA or Haitian Relief 
Services. Contributions, payable to 
River Falls Rotary Club, with 
Shelterbox or Haiti Relief on the 
memo line, may be mailed to River 
Falls Rotary Club, P.O. Box 311, 
River Falls.
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Please note schedule:

Next Rotary Board meeting
is scheduled for Thu.  March  
10th at the River Falls 
Journal building.

THE ROTARY FOUR-
WAY TEST

Is it the truth?
Is it fair?
Will it build goodwill 

and better friendships?
Will it be beneÞcial to 

all concerned?

RF Rotary Vision 
Statement: ÒEnhancing 
Opportunities for
Youth; Creating a Better 
World for All. Ò
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OUR OFFICERS

President: ! Diane Odeen

Pres Elect: ! Tom GarÞn

Vice Pres:  ! Carole Mottaz

Exec. Treasurer:  !Marti Piepgras

Secretary:  ! Dale Jorgenson

Past Pres:  ! Kevin Pechacek

2009-10 DIRECTORS

Club:
 
 Tom Bloom   
Community: ! Scott Jones
International: ! Heather Logelin
Vocational:  ! Tom Westerhaus
Youth:! ! Elaine Baumann
Public Relations: !Terry McKay
Membership:! Debbie GrifÞn

Programs:   ! Bill Montgomery
Sergeant:! Jodi Young
Newsletter: ! Gorden Hedahl
Technology: ! Steve Leitch

ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR

2003:
 
 Tom Bloom    !
2005:! ! Tom GarÞn

2006:! ! Dale Jorgenson
2006:!  ! Kevin Pechacek
2006:       ! Jerry Tack
2007:!      ! John Kremer
2008 & 2009:! Carole Mottaz

PAST PRESIDENTS

1999:
 
 Tom Bloom
2000:! ! Gorden Hedahl
2001:  ! ! David BrassÞeld

2002: ! ! Randy Cudd
2003:! ! Bill Montgomery
2004:! ! Tom Palmer
2005:! ! Connie Foster
2006:! ! Steve Schroeder

2007:! ! Carrie Fisher
2008:! ! Kevin Pechacek
  

MEMORIES OF TOM BLOOM
Following a moment to collect our thoughts and feelings, Reverend Bill Montgomery led the 
remembrances of  Tom Bloom with the following:
Gracious God, there are so many things that we take for granted; let us not ignore them today.  Help us to 
remember that life is a gift; that our friendships are a blessing; and that today is a new day to be cherished.
On this day, we are reminded of  just how fragile and temporary our lives are, as we remember and give 
thanks for our friend and fellow Rotarian, Tom Bloom.  Today we share our memories, our thanksgivings, 
and our deep sense of  loss over TomÕs death.  We hold close in our hearts especially TomÕs family: Mary Jo; 
his children Maggie and Jason; his brothers Denny, Tim and Gary; and his many other friends and 
colleagues.  Be with us in our grief  and our healing.
Help us to remember to be kind and patient with the people who love us and tho those with whom we work 
and interact each day.
Teach us to see all the beauty around us and to listen to the silent longing of  our own hearts and soul.
For this Rotary club and each of  our members, we give thanks as we share this special time together.  Open 
our hearts and minds to the thoughts and needs of  each person present this morning.  Amen.

TomÕs brother, Denny, a Rotarian from California who has visited the club several times, 
talked brießy about the circumstances of  TomÕs death and the arrangements for the funeral 
and memorials.  He also talked about several of  his memories of  Tom.  Tom saw himself  as 
a doctor who wanted all the information about any illnesses or procedures of  the people he 
knew.  But he noted that Tom had an advantage, because his ÒpatientsÓ couldnÕt takl back to 
him.  Denny also noted how caring and patient Tom was, and then described him as Òquiet 
but with strong opinions.Ó He also thought a lot about this club.  Denny also shared stories 
of  young Tom dating the same girl as his twin Tim, without the girls knowing about it. 
Several others then shared their memories of  Tom. The following is just a selection.
Steve S. was Þrst impressed by the fact that Tom was also a runner, and by his commitment 
to the community, his family and the club.  Tom also was an outstanding vet, dealing with 
one of  SteveÕs favorite running partners in such a professional and sensitive way.  ÒHe cared 
deeply about both animals and people.Ó
Joe remembered TomÕs talk about Paradise Kittens, a favorite brand when he began work as 
a shoe salesman.  Joe also remembered a visit to his house, when Tom saw the river and 
stripped to his boxers to jump into the water.  Joe also talked about the TV program Tom 
made while performing open-heart surgery.  He was impressive for his technical brilliance, 
his visceral involvement with the situation, and the respectful way he treated all of  his staff.
Gorden talked about the debt all of  the current members owe to Tom and his leadership in 
starting the club.  He also recalled a story Tom told in his Þrst classiÞcation speech about his 
early days as a vet working with large animals, when he was working on the south end of  a 
north-facing cow.  Tom was forbidden to repeat the story in the club, but it was likely an 
experience that encouraged him to spend more time with pets and smaller animals.
Pat talked about his teasing with Tom, offering $1 every time Tom worked on one of  his 
dogs.  And John K. indicated that Tom never forgot what was important, and about the way 
Tom held JohnÕs wifeÕs hand when their dog had to be put down.
Dale talked about how much Tom loved the woods and his help clearing trails in the 
boundary waters.  Dale often walked in those woods and talked with Tom about them.  He 
said we donÕt get to choose the way we go, but it might be appropriate that he passed on in 
the woods that he loved.
Carole Mottaz talked about how effective he was as a mentor to her students at the 
Renaissance Academy, and how he treated them respectfully and involved them in his work.  
She also recalled a visit when she was called into a surgery, and after seeing him go through 
the intestines, she resolved to schedule her visits before lunch in the future.
Wayne and Kevin both had very recent professional interactions with Tom.  Wayne took his 
dog in for an emergency on Friday and observed Òwe all need to live every day as if  it is 
your last.Ó Kevin took a stray dog to Tom on Friday afternoon, and Tom cared for it until 
the owners claimed him on Saturday morning.
Samantha said that you get to know people by the way they present themselves, and in his 
re-classiÞcation talk, Sam was moved by TomÕs passion for his profession, the community 
and his family. Tom Bloom will be sincerely missed by all who knew him.
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Tom Bloom, charter member and Þrst president of the River 
Falls Rotary Club, died suddenly in an accident at his home 
last weekend.  His leadership provided a primary inßuence on 
the development of our club.  He was a Paul Harris Fellow and the 
Þrst recipient of  our Rotarian of  the Year award.

ÒRotary is an organization of business and professional men and 

women united worldwide who provide humanitarian service, 

encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help 

build goodwill and peace in the world.Ó
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A Bloom of Many Colors
Edited from the Feb. 25, 2010 edition of THE RIVER FALLS JOURNAL Written by DEBBIE GRIFFIN dgrifÞn@rivertowns.net
River Falls is mourning the loss of a beloved family man, veternarian, civic servant, gentle leader, compassionate caregiver, 
local columnist, avid outdoor sportsman, scientist and all around community man, Dr. Thomas ÒTomÓ Bloom, 62.
Bloom died aroudn 4:30 PM Saturday in a tree-cutting accident, prompting an oupouring of condolences, fond sentiments and 
an overwhelming appreciation for all he did. . . . 
A 32-year doctor of veterinary medicine, Bloom started Kinnic Veterinary Service in 1994, Þrst practicing from a barn on his 
town of Kinnickinnic property.  A few years later he bought the familiar North Main Street property and build an ofÞce there.
Bloom touched the ives of many animals and their caretakers.  He was very well known for kindly delivering the same tough-
love speech to scores of human clients. ÒYour (insert pet name) weighs X but I!d like to see him at X.Ó (Insert ideal number 
lower than the pet!s actual weight.)
His brother Denny said Tom!s family will bring in another vet to serve the practice, then see how things go.  
Tom also led the Arrowhead Veterinary Association, loved operating his ham radio, supported the local humane society, and 
volunteered at the Minnesota Raptor Center.
Bloom educated the community through an RFC-TV show called ÒAt the VetÓ and years of semi-regular columns in the Journal 
about everything from canine and feline surgery to tick control and feeding.
He told of spleens, hearts, kidneys, technology, gum disease, preventative care, obesity, disease, hypothermis, medications, 
and more.  Bloom told amazing stories of survival, precarious procedures, unconditioned love and concern for pet owners.
He showed a picture of what Gorilla GlueÑapparently a desired snackÑlooks like after being inside a canine!s stomach.  He 
managed to describe explicitly detailed and graphic energency surgeries, but always in an appropriate, professional way.
Bloom helped found the River Falls Rotary Club in 1999, stepping up to serve as its Þrst president and nurturing the 
membership to its current 50 members.  He helped start the club!s Strive scholarship program for high school students and 
always made time to read to young children too. . . . 
Client Siri Smith, a River Falls town board supervisor, said Bloom quickly became her family!s vet and friend, even caring for 
some of their large animas in the early part of his career. . . . ÒThere is no doubt that Tom was fulÞlling his true calling in life as a 
veterinarian. Animals and people have lost a Þne friend.Ó
Bloom!s career began as a shoe salesman. . . . At age 27, Bloom decided he!d pursue his childhood dream of becoming a vet.  
It took two attempts to get into veterinary school in Minnesota, but once he did it was clear that he!d found his calling.
Many of Bloom!s columns in the Journal talked of walking in the woods, loving them and gathering fuel for winter. . . . Bloom 
wrote about his practice, often sharing deeply personal thoughts about his own pets and family and injecting humor.  He wrote 
about a family dog: ÒLily!s primary function in our house is to keep the sofa warm, sleep with my son, and emit a great deal of 
ßatulance in Jason!s bedroom at night.Ó
He recalled another time when he was on the way home with daughter Maggie, carrying a tempting pepperoni pizza, when he 
got an emergency call for a dog who had sustained severe Òroad rashÓ to its face.  He hesitated but raced to the clinic after 
Maggie mouthed, ÒIt!s OK, Dad.Ó
He wrote in an April 2008 column ÒGiving relief and comfort to animals and their owners has been exceedingly rewarding. 
One of Bloom!s particularly poignant writings told of him experiencing the end-of-life with his best canine friend, 17 1/2 year old 
Jergen, who had walked with him every day in those beloved woods.  
ÒAt just the right moment, I will set him to rest in an endless slumber then weep for many moments and begin trying to recall all 
of the gifts of memory he has left behind.”
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Set Ups, Devotions & Greeters

Date 	 Devotions 	 	 Greeter/Setup

Feb 23 	 Connie Foster 	 	 McKay / Montgomery
Mar 2 	 Nelson French 	            Montgomery/Morrissette
Mar 9 	 Tom Garfin 	 	 Morrissette /Mottaz
Mar 16 	Garrett Gill 	 	 Mottaz / Nelson
Mar 23 	Debbie Griffin 	 	 Nelson / Neuhaus
Mar 30 ! Gorden Hedahl ! ! Neuhaus / Nylander
April 6" Jeff  Johnson" " Nylander / OÕMalley
April 13" Tony Jilek" " OÕMalley / Odeen
April 20 ! Ted Hagberg ! ! Odeen / Page
April 27 ! Scott Jones ! ! Page / Pechacek

NOTE: If  you are unable to attend, please make 
arrangements to have these responsibilities covered.  
Ideally you might Þnd someone to trade with.

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB! FEBRUARY 23, 2010

Program Schedule

Date 	 Devotions 	 	 Greeter/Setup

May 4 ! Dale Jorgenson ! ! Pechacek / Piepgras
May 11 ! John Kremer ! ! Piepgras / Schroeder
May 18 ! Jim LaPoint ! ! Schroeder / Tack
May 25 ! Steve Leitch ! ! Johnson / Westerhaus
June 1 ! Heather Logelin ! ! Westerhaus / Wulf
June 8 ! Amy Luther ! ! Wulf  / Young
June 15 ! Ted Marsh ! ! Young / Ainsworth
June 22 ! Brian McQuade ! ! Ainsworth / Baumann
June 29 ! Terry McKay ! ! Baumann / Bluhm

Rotary District 5960 has a resource for devotions.  If  you are 
looking for something to read, you might check this link.

River Falls Rotary Mission Statement
ÒEnhancing Opportunities for Youth; Creating a Better World for All.Ó

MARCH
March 2:      Classification talks Ñ Melissa McCardle
March 9:      Sneak Peek at Rotary: program is charter members speaking
March 16:    Terry Swinburne: Assistance and Resource Center for RF
March 23:    Carol Mottaz: travels to Australia and Tasmania
March 30:    Fast For Hope: Lenore Knock

APRIL    Magazine
April 6:       Linda Alverez: UWRF and Kenya Pambazuko Partners Organization
April 13:     George Oyeho: 5960 District Grants officer
April 20:     Mike Noreen: RF utility Conservation and Efficiency Coordinator,
April 27:     Travis Fitzl and Pat Murphy Ñ Classification Talks

MAY     Community Service
May 4:        Farm Technology Days, Rosanne Bump, contact person
May 11:      Juan Irias, contact from Tony Jilek, from Ocatol, sister city of River Falls
May 18:      Dawn Wills, meeting at RF city hall in TV studio for breakfast and program
May 25:      Gorden Hedahl, GSE report on India
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River Falls Rotary Membership

Last 	 First	 Work	 Home 	 Email	 Classification
Ainsworth! Kris! ! ! 425-9755! skainsworth@sbcglobal.net! Finance/HR Retired
Baumann! Elaine! 425-1835! 425-5727! Elaine.Baumann@rfsd.k12.wi.us! School Administration!
Bloch ! Peter  ! 426-0866 ! 426-0866! pbd@pressenter.com! RE Development!
Bloom  	 Thomas 	 425-5182	 425-0427	 Tbloom47@yahoo.com	 Veterinarian           
Bluhm! Samantha! 651-470-3252! 425-0003! samantha@powerfulperspectives.net! Writer/Life Coach
Boles ! Joseph ! 425-7281! 425-6540! joe@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney!
Bump! Rosanne! 425-2533! 426-6505! rosanne@rfchamber.com! CEO Chamber of  Commerce
Cicchese! Larry! 425-6179! 425 6179! larrycicchese@baumancpa.com! Accountant!
Cudd ! Randy ! 425-9566 ! 425-9102! Randy@randycudd.com! Real Estate-Sales!
Ericson! Tim! 262-284-6462! 629-7070! vj5148@msn.com! Historian
Fisher ! Carrie ! 749-4116 ! ! ! ! cÞsher@wppisys.org! Manager-Utilities!
Fitzl! Travis! ! ! 225-9958! t_Þtzl@hotmail.com! Accountant
Foster ! Connie ! 425-3774! 425-6826 ! Connie.d.foster@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed Admin!
French! Nelson! 425-5738! 612-237-5171!nelsonfrench@kinniriver.org! KRLT Director
GarÞn ! Tom ! 425-9135 ! 425-1593! tgarÞn@expensereduction.com ! Independent Business!
Gill ! Garrett! 425-9511! 425-8554 ! garrett@gilldesigninc.com! Golf  Architect!
Goff! Steve! 715-821-7018! 425-8972! steve@byegoff.com! Attorney
GrifÞn! Debbie! 426-1048! ! ! ! dgrifÞn@rivertowns.net! Journalist
Hagberg! Ted! 612-701-3744! 651-578-2652!thagberg@Þnsvcs.com! Financial Advisor!
Hedahl ! Gorden ! Retired! 426-6082 ! ghedahl@comcast.net! Higher Ed-Fine Arts Retired
Henson! Harold! ! ! 715-220-8037!harold_henson2000@yahoo.com! Artist
Jilek! Tony            Retired! 425-8923! ajilek@dishup.us.! Higher Ed-Ag Sciences
Johnson           Jeff  ! 425-2401            425-1444!          jjohnson@fnbrf.com!!  !      Banking
Jones! Scott            425-6811! sjones@anchorbank.com! Banking
Jorgenson ! Dale ! Retired ! 425-2786 ! rvrlnd@yahoo.com! Laser Marking Retired
Kremer ! John ! 612-590-9540 ! 381-9799! john@kremerservices.com! Automotive Dealer!
LaPoint ! Jim ! 247-3285! 425-8301 ! lapoint@hotmail.com! Director
Leitch ! Steve ! 425-0159 ! 425-8044! steve@leitchinsurance.com! Insurance Sales
Logelin! Heather! 426-4503! 381-2788! Heather.logelin@allina.com! Philanthropy!
Luther! Amy! ! ! ! ! ! amy@cohseniorliving.com! Management
Marsh! Ted! 425-6309! 651-442-8982!inhispresents@hotmail.com ! Clergy! !
McCardle! Melissa! ! ! 651-246-7508!mmcardle@kinniclongtermcare.com ! Health Care Administration
McKay ! Terry ! 651-210-5669! 425-1109 ! terry.mckay@ERA.com! Realty Marketing 
McQuade! Brian! 612-590-8243! 715-307-0802!brian@bwirelessnow.com ! Info Technology
Miller ! David ! 426-4500 ! ! ! ! david.miller@allina.com ! Health Care Administration!
Montgomery ! Bill ! Retired  ! 425-5426 ! wm13@pressenter.com! Clergy!
Morrissette ! Scott ! 426-7813 ! 425-8993 ! smorrissette@anchorbank.com! Banking-Commercial!
Mottaz! Carole! ! ! 425-7903! mottaz@pressenter.com! Educator
Murphy! Pat! ! ! 651-235-2212!patmurphy208@gmail.com! Mortgage Broker!
Nelson! Patty! 425-2386! 425-7966! Patti@PLNCPA.com! Accountant-CPA!
Neuhaus! Max! 425-7281! 715-410-7296!max@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney
Nylander ! Virgil ! ! ! 425-6277! Nylander-c@sbcglobal.net ! Higher Ed-Admin Retired
O'Malley ! Pat ! 425-9882 ! 425-9882 ! pomalley@wildblue.net ! Aviation
Odeen! Diane! 612-336-9315! 426-5325! diane@lommen.com! Attorney at Law
Page! Alison! 612-810-3918! 425-8772! alisonhpage@yahoo.com ! Health Care Administration
Pechacek ! Kevin ! 425-8100 ! 426-2036 ! kevin@thewestwind.com! Restaurateur
Piepgras ! Marti ! 425-6177 ! 425-2077 ! marti@stcroixgas.com! Utilities Management
Ross ! Dan ! 425-9011 ! 425-9061 ! dross@rosscm.com! Construction-Manager
Schroeder! Steve! 386-2822! 425-1704! icasws@comcast.net! Insurance/Finance
Seidling! Vince! ! ! 715-977-0374!vseidling@yahoo.com! Financial Advisor
Tack ! Jerry ! 426-3122 ! 246-7514 ! jtack@fnbrf.com! Banking-Credit Mgr
Van Galen! Dean! 425-3201! ! ! ! dean.vangalen@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed-Administration!
Westerhaus! Tom! 425-1800! 715-3070021!Tom.Westerhaus@rfsd.k12.wi.us ! Superintendent
Wulf! Wayne! 866-559-1800! 426-1800 ! Wayne.S.Wulf@ampf.com! Financial Service
Young ! Jodie ! 425-8788 ! 386-2402! info@bakken-young.com! Funeral Director
! ! ! ! !                                                                                                                       
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