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  T id ings
Club Announcements

President Diane Odeen called the meeting 
to order, and Elaine Baumann led 
devotions.   Following the prayer, Diane 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, the Four 
Way Test, and the River Falls Rotary 
Vision Statement. The following 
announcements were then made. Thanks 
to those who set up and greeted our many 
guests.

Welcome Guests
- Andy French
- Vince Seidling
- Jim Hunt
- Travis Fitzl (New Member)

Announcements
Meeting Dec. 29th
There will be a meeting next 
week, Dec. 29th. BillÕs son, Jon 
Montgomery will talk about the 
work of NASA.  Jon is director of 
the Mission Support OfÞce in the 
Aeronautics Research Mission 
D i r e c t o r a t e a t N A S A 
Headquarters. He is responsible 
for formulation and execution of 
the mission directorate's budget, as 
well as  guidance and oversight of 
strategic planning and policy 
development, human resources 
and capital, education and 
outreach, procurement and audit 
liaison activities for aeronautics 
research and operations. Take a 
break from the eggnog and join us. 
 
Rotary Exchange Student
Our Rotary Exchange Student  
will be arriving in January from 
the U.S.A. (Union of South 
Africa).  He has never been 
anyplace where it was below 40 

above, so he will be in for a bit of 
a shock on his  arrival.  Be sure 
that he gets an especially warm 
greeting from the club.  Contact 
Elaine if you are willing to help to 
welcome him to River Falls.

Rotary Foundation
As Rotarians, all of  us believe in 
sharing our resources with others. 
As the end of  the calendar year 
approaches, District Governor 
Newell Krogmann is asking you to 
keep The Rotary Foundation in 
mind. Gifts should be sent to The 
Rotary Foundation in Chicago.  

Presidential Succession
President Diane announced that 
Elaine Baumann has accepted the 
nomination to become the Club 
Secretary for 2010-11. The term 
will begin on July 1st with the new 
Rotary year. This means that she 
will be scheduled to move through 
the o fÞces fo l low ing Da le 
Jorgenson, and will become the 
club president for the 2013-14 
Rotary year.  Our club has been 
blessed with a wonderful series of 
leaders.  Many other organizations 
would Þnd it very impressive that 
our ofÞcers commit to serving for 
so many years and in so many 
capacities to provide the best 
possible leadership for our club.  
Thanks to all who contribute to 
the continued health of  the club!

Kinni Calendars
Nelson announced that Kinni 
calendars  are available from the 
Kinni Land Trust, and they make 
great Holiday gifts.
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Please note schedule:

Next Rotary Board meeting
is scheduled for Thu. January 
7th at 7 AM at the River Falls
Journal building.

THE ROTARY FOUR-
WAY TEST

Is it the truth?
Is it fair?
Will it build goodwill 

and better friendships?
Will it be beneficial to 

all concerned?

RF Rotary Vision 
Statement: ÒEnhancing 
Opportunities for
Youth; Creating a Better 
World for All. Ò
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Happy Bucks
President Diane identified Jim Hunt as the Mystery Greeter. Terry 
McKay collected Happy Bucks, but started with a Òsad buck.Ó She 
apparently put a ding in her sonÕs car this morning as she came to 
the meeting, Òbut no one knows about itÑyet.Ó
Seasonal Happiness
Almost every person in the club gave a happy buck in anticipation 
of Christmas and the coming Holidays.  (IsnÕt it good to know that 
they still had at least one dollar left after shopping for presents, to 
give a gift to the club?!  Maybe this  was an illusion of having 
money before the credit card bills arrive.)    Several people noted 
that they were having guests and family members arriving for the 
Holiday.  Jim H., Randy, Scott J., Bill, Tom G., Vince, and John K. 
all had family arriving. BillÕs son and family were still stuck in 
Maryland in the snow.  TomÕs daughter was flying in from Denver, 
and JohnÕs whole family was home, including his daughter and 
granddaughter from London. He commented on his exceptional 
grandchild, who already knows how to call for a taxi.  Vince gave a 
dollar for his  parents flying in for the HolidaysÑand another 
dollar for Friday when they are scheduled to fly home.  Travis was 
looking forward to the first Christmas with his 2 month old 
daughter, and Gorden was anticipating his first Christmas in River 
Falls without any family around.  A few others had travels planned 
for Christmas  weekend.  Steve S. will be in Chicago with his 
granddaughter, and a few others have apparently already departed 
for the Holidays.  Nelson was happy both that his son was home, 
and that he joined us for the morning meeting.
Snow Lovers
Some membersÑparticularly those who didnÕt have travels  planned and those 
whose families  were already homeÑwere looking forward to the blizzard forecast to 
arrive on Christmas  Eve.  While Bill wanted it to clear so his  son and grandson 
could get home, Dale, Marti, and Nelson were cheering the blizzard on.
Other Reasons to Celebrate
Ted M. and Jeff J. both donated a dollar for each of their children.  Ted 
noted that his children are now grown, and every one of them has, at one 
time, admitted that he knew what he was talking about as  they were growing.  
Jeff Õs children are younger, and he hasnÕt yet had that experience. (As the 
kids write, ÒlolÓ and as Mr. Monk on television said: ÒLOL-Out Loud.Ó)
Some were happy the employment picture was picking up a bit.  Marti was 
glad that another brother just got a new job, and Andy French was happy to 
report that he got a new job following his  move to California.  Carrie gave a 
Happy (?) buck for her daughter moving back home, and Diane gave a 
dollar for the Packer and Viking football teams (both lost last week). She also 
announced that her daughter had been accepted into the Rotary Youth 
Exchange program and offered a year in South Korea.

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB
 DECEMBER 22, 2009

http://www.pressenter.com/~rfrotary
http://www.pressenter.com/~rfrotary


TIDINGS IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB ! www.rfrotary.com

Kellie Burrows of the American 
Cancer Society talked about her 
involvement with that organization 
and the plans for Relay for Life.

“Rotary is an organization of business 

and professional men and women 

united worldwide who provide 

humanitarian  service, encourage 

high ethical standards  in all 

vocations, and help build goodwill  

and peace  in the world.”

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB
 DECEMBER 22, 2009

JIM HUNT —  GSE to INDIA 2009
Jim Hunt, member of the White Bear Lake Club and Team Leader for the 2009 Group Study Exchange with 
Rotary District 3150 in the state of  Andhra Pradesh in India, was todayÕs speaker.

He began by greeting us  with the Hindu word ÒNamasteÓ which can be translated as Òthe spirit in me greets  the 
spirit in you.Ó  The state of Andhra Pradesh is  approximately the same size as  Minnesota, but has a population of 
85 million (in comparison to the 5M in MN).  The capital city, Hyderbaad has almost 7.5 million people. English is 
the language of business  in India and most of the people are familiar with hindu, but there are 16 different ofÞcial 
languages, with 476 dialects.

Jim presented several aspects of the trip, beginning with the food.  80% of the population of that district is 
vegetarian, and most of the meals are eaten without utensils  using the right hand only.  The culture says that the 
guest is  next to God, and one of the ways that they show their hospitality is  to serve more food.  He said that he 
gained 15 pounds before learning how to politely say ÒnoÓ to 3rd and 4th helpings.

Another major aspect of India that he was  totally unprepared for was the trafÞc.  As a former English colony, they 
drive on the leftÑwhich means that about 75% of the trafÞc on that side of the street are going in that direction.  
Jim reported that you can drive without breaks, but not without a horn.  While there he was  involved with 4 
accidents with experienced Indian drivers.  (Yikes.  I guess Terry would Þt right in there this week.) :-)
A major strength of the program is  the time spent with host families.  He showed a few photos  and talked about the 
connections  developed with the people there.  There were several discussions with hosts  about some of the 
differences between our culture and theirs.  90% of the marriages  there are still arranged by the parents.  There is 
no longer an ofÞcial caste system, but there are still social stigmas concerning widows  and divorced women.  Jim 
indicated that in many ways  there are 2 Indias, with large gaps  between the rich and the poor concerning housing, 
transportation, rural and urban living.

The major impact of the trip for Jim and his team was  to see Rotary at work in another part of the world.  The 
team visited 25 different Rotary projects  in India, primarily focusing on education, sanitation, and health.  They 
helped to dedicate a bathroom facility for a school, and now have their names on a toilet in India.  (For those who 
read this  monthÕs Rotarian, you will realize this is  an important accomplishment.) The team decided to get involved 
with Project Ganga, which means ÒWater for Life.Ó  We often take the importance of having safe drinking water 
for granted.  Because it is so important, the team set a goal of building 100 wells, each supporting 50 families  for at 
least 12 years.  With matching funds, a donation of $175 can install a well in India with an individual or clubÕs 
name on it.  They have installed over 120 wells  and are asking others  to join in this  noble cause.  Thanks to Jim and 
his team for their work on behalf  of  Rotary, and for informing us about this important part of  the world.
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Set Ups, Devotions & Greeters
Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

Dec 29 ! Tom Bloom ! ! Jorgenson / Kremer
Jan 5 ! Samantha Bluhm ! Kremer / LaPoint
Jan 12 ! Joe Boles ! ! LaPoint / Leitch
Jan 19 ! Rosanne Bump ! ! Leitch / Logelin
Jan 26 ! Larry Cicchese ! ! Logelin / Luther
Feb 2 ! Randy Cudd ! ! Luther / Marsh
Feb 9 ! Bill Montgomery ! ! Marsh / McQuade
Feb 16 ! Carrie Fisher ! ! McQuade / McKay
Feb 23 ! Connie Foster ! ! McKay / Montgomery

NOTE: If  you are unable to attend, please make 
arrangements to have these responsibilities covered.  
Ideally you might Þnd someone to trade with.

Rotary District 5960 has a resource for devotions.  If  you 
are looking for something to read, you might check this 
link.

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB
 DECEMBER 22, 2009

December"
Dec 29th: Jon Montgomery is director of the Mission Support Office in the Aeronautics Research 
Mission Directorate at NASA Headquarters. He is responsible for formulation and execution of 
the mission directorate's budget, as well as guidance and oversight of strategic planning and policy 
development, human resources and capital, education and outreach, procurement and audit liaison 
activities for aeronautics research and operations

January
Jan 5th: Matt Vonk; UWRF Physics Department and Rotary Teaching Fellow to Nicaragua
Jan 12th: Linda Alvarez, UWRF and the Kenya Pambazuko Partners Organization
Jan 19th: Club Assembly
January 26th: Promoting Rotary: Terry McKay & Debbie Griffin

Program Schedule

Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

Mar 2 ! Nelson French ! ! Montgomery / Morrissette
Mar 9 ! Tom GarÞn ! ! Morrissette /Mottaz
Mar 16 ! Garrett Gill ! ! Mottaz / Nelson
Mar 23 ! Debbie GrifÞn ! ! Nelson / Neuhaus
Mar 30 ! Gorden Hedahl ! ! Neuhaus / Nylander
April 6" Jeff  Johnson" " Nylander / OÕMalley
April 13" Tony Jilek" " OÕMalley / Odeen
April 20 ! Ted Hagberg ! ! Odeen / Page
April 27 ! Scott Jones ! ! Page / Pechacek
May 4 ! Dale Jorgenson ! ! Pechacek / Piepgras
May 11 ! John Kremer ! ! Piepgras / Schroeder
May 18 ! Jim LaPoint ! ! Schroeder / Tack
May 25 ! Steve Leitch ! ! Johnson / Westerhaus
June 1 ! Heather Logelin ! ! Westerhaus / Wulf
June 8 ! Amy Luther ! ! Wulf  / Young
June 15 ! Ted Marsh ! ! Young / Ainsworth
June 22 ! Brian McQuade ! ! Ainsworth / Baumann
June 29 ! Terry McKay ! ! Baumann / Bloom

River Falls Rotary Mission Statement
ÒEnhancing Opportunities for Youth; Creating a Better World for All.Ó
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River Falls Rotary Membership

Last ! First! Work! Home! Email! ClassiÞcation
Ainsworth! Kris! ! ! 425-9755! skainsworth@sbcglobal.net! Finance/HR Retired
Baumann! Elaine! 425-1835! 425-5727! Elaine.Baumann@rfsd.k12.wi.us! School Administration!
Bloch ! Peter  ! 426-0866 ! 426-0866! pbd@pressenter.com! RE Development!
Bloom  ! Thomas ! 425-5182! 425-0427! Tbloom47@yahoo.com! Veterinarian           
Bluhm! Samantha! 651-470-3252! 425-0003! samantha@powerfulperspectives.net! Writer/Life Coach
Boles ! Joseph ! 425-7281! 425-6540! joe@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney!
Bump! Rosanne! 425-2533! 426-6505! rosanne@rfchamber.com! CEO Chamber of  Commerce
Cicchese! Larry! 425-6179! 425 6179! larrycicchese@baumancpa.com! Accountant!
Cudd ! Randy ! 425-9566 ! 425-9102! Randy@randycudd.com! Real Estate-Sales!
Ericson! Tim! 262-284-6462! 629-7070! vj5148@msn.com! Historian
Fisher ! Carrie ! 749-4116 ! ! ! ! cÞsher@wppisys.org! Manager-Utilities!
Fitzl! Travis! ! ! 225-9958! t_Þtzl@hotmail.com! Accountant
Foster ! Connie ! 425-3774! 425-6826 ! Connie.d.foster@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed Admin!
French! Nelson! 425-5738! 612-237-5171!nelsonfrench@kinniriver.org! KRLT Director
GarÞn ! Tom ! 425-9135 ! 425-1593! tgarÞn@expensereduction.com ! Independent Business!
Gill ! Garrett! 425-9511! 425-8554 ! garrett@gilldesigninc.com! Golf  Architect!
Goff! Steve! 715-821-7018! 425-8972! steve@byegoff.com! Attorney
GrifÞn! Debbie! 426-1048! ! ! ! dgrifÞn@rivertowns.net! Journalist
Hagberg! Ted! 612-701-3744! 651-578-2652!thagberg@Þnsvcs.com! Financial Advisor!
Hedahl ! Gorden ! Retired! 426-6082 ! ghedahl@comcast.net! Higher Ed-Fine Arts Retired!
Jilek! Tony            Retired! 425-8923! ajilek@dishup.us.! Higher Ed-Ag Sciences
Johnson           Jeff  ! 425-2401            425-1444!          jjohnson@fnbrf.com!!  !      Banking
Jones! Scott            425-6811! sjones@anchorbank.com! Banking
Jorgenson ! Dale ! Retired ! 425-2786 ! rvrlnd@yahoo.com! Laser Marking Retired
Kremer ! John ! 612-590-9540 ! 381-9799! john@kremerservices.com! Automotive Dealer!
LaPoint ! Jim ! 247-3285! 425-8301 ! lapoint@hotmail.com! Director
Leitch ! Steve ! 425-0159 ! 425-8044! steve@leitchinsurance.com! Insurance Sales
Logelin! Heather! 426-4503! 381-2788! Heather.logelin@allina.com! Philanthropy!
Luther! Amy! ! ! ! ! ! amy@cohseniorliving.com! Management
Marsh! Ted! 425-6309! 651-442-8982!inhispresents@hotmail.com ! Clergy! !
McCardle! Melissa! ! ! 651-246-7508!mmcardle@kinniclongtermcare.com ! Health Care Administration
McKay ! Terry ! 651-210-5669! 425-1109 ! terry.mckay@ERA.com! Realty Marketing 
McQuade! Brian! 612-590-8243! 715-307-0802!brian@bwirelessnow.com ! Info Technology
Miller ! David ! 426-4500 ! ! ! ! david.miller@allina.com ! Health Care Administration!
Montgomery ! Bill ! Retired  ! 425-5426 ! wm13@pressenter.com! Clergy!
Morrissette ! Scott ! 426-7813 ! 425-8993 ! smorrissette@anchorbank.com! Banking-Commercial!
Mottaz! Carole! ! ! 425-7903! mottaz@pressenter.com! Educator!
Nelson! Patty! 425-2386! 425-7966! Patti@PLNCPA.com! Accountant-CPA!
Neuhaus! Max! 425-7281! 715-410-7296!max@rodlibeskar.com! Attorney
Nylander ! Virgil ! ! ! 425-6277! Nylander-c@sbcglobal.net ! Higher Ed-Admin Retired
O'Malley ! Pat ! 425-9882 ! 425-9882 ! pomalley@wildblue.net ! Aviation
Odeen! Diane! 612-336-9315! 426-5325! diane@lommen.com! Attorney at Law
Page! Alison! 612-810-3918! 425-8772! alisonhpage@yahoo.com ! Health Care Administration
Pechacek ! Kevin ! 425-8100 ! 426-2036 ! kevin@thewestwind.com! Restaurateur
Piepgras ! Marti ! 425-6177 ! 425-2077 ! marti@stcroixgas.com! Utilities Management
Ross ! Dan ! 425-9011 ! 425-9061 ! dross@rosscm.com! Construction-Manager
Schroeder! Steve! 386-2822! 425-1704! icasws@comcast.net! Insurance/Finance
Tack ! Jerry ! 426-3122 ! 246-7514 ! jtack@fnbrf.com! Banking-Credit Mgr
Van Galen! Dean! 425-3201! ! ! ! dean.vangalen@uwrf.edu! Higher Ed-Administration!
Westerhaus! Tom! 425-1800! 715-3070021!Tom.Westerhaus@rfsd.k12.wi.us ! Superintendent
Wulf! Wayne! 866-559-1800! 426-1800 ! Wayne.S.Wulf@ampf.com! Financial Service
Young ! Jodie ! 425-8788 ! 386-2402! info@bakken-young.com! Funeral Director
! ! ! ! !                                                                                                                       
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