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  Tidings
Club Announcements

President Diane Odeen called the meeting 
to order, and Joe Boles led devotions with 
quotations from Martin Luther King, Jr., 
whose birthday will be celebrated in the 
next week.   Following the prayer, Diane 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, the Four 
Way Test, and the River Falls Rotary 
Vision Statement. The following 
announcements were then made. Thanks 
to those who set up and greeted our many 
guests.

Welcome New Member 
Applicants

- Vince Seidling
- Pat Murphy
- Travis Fitzl
NOTE: There will be an 
induction of  new members at next 
week’s meeting.  Don’t miss it.

Announcements
Mid-Term Meeting 
Tom Garfin and Elaine reported 
on the Mid-Term Meeting held 
last weekend.  There was  an 
inspiring speaker and several 
important discussions. 
One key change is  the adoption of 
a Youth Protection Policy that will 
require all volunteers  who work 
privately with youth to be officially 
certified by July 1st.  This will 
apply to our Rotary Readers, the 
STRIVE program and to all host 
families.  Certification can be 
completed on-line, but will require 
training and paperwork.
Another change involves  District 
5960’s  involvement with RI’s pilot 
Future Vision project, which will 
provide more district autonomy 

and will change some of the grant 
processes.
Finally everyone is  encouraged to 
attend the District Conference 
April 8-10 in Mankato.  Click here 
for details.
Exchange Student Arriving
Our Rotary Exchange Student, 
Devon Hadar from Durban South 
Africa, will be arriving on Sunday 
afternoon. Kris Ainsworth and her 
family have agreed to be his  first 
hosts. (Thanks  Kris for stepping 
forward and for completing all the 
paperwork!) If you’d like to help 
greet him, or if you can provide 
some warm clothing to get him 
started, please contact Elaine.  We 
will also have a chance to meet 
and greet him next Tuesday.  [We 
are still looking for a host family 
for the summer. Please contact 
Elaine Baumann if you are 
interested, or if you know others 
who might be able to do so.]
Foundation Donations
Marti Piepgras will have 2009 
dues statements at a future 
meeting, documenting your $100 
tax deductible donations  to the 
Rotary Foundation. 
MLK,Jr. Breakfast
N e x t M o n d a y i s  t h e 3 r d 
community Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Breakfast at St. Bridgets.  
Con tac t Joe Bo l e s o r B i l l 
Montgomery for tickets.
Rotary Challenge
President Diane talked about the 
2010 Club Challenge: Each 
member is  asked to donate $20 for 
Polio Plus and $10 for Fast for 
Hope to meet both International 
and District goals.
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Please note schedule:

Next Rotary Board meeting
is scheduled for Thu. January 
14th at 7 AM at the River 
Falls Journal building.

THE ROTARY FOUR-
WAY TEST

Is it the truth?
Is it fair?
Will it build goodwill 

and better friendships?
Will it be beneÞcial to 

all concerned?

RF Rotary Vision 
Statement: ÒEnhancing 
Opportunities for
Youth; Creating a Better 
World for All. Ò
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OUR OFFICERS

President: ! Diane Odeen

Pres Elect: ! Tom GarÞn

Vice Pres:  ! Carole Mottaz

Exec. Treasurer:  !Marti Piepgras

Secretary:  ! Dale Jorgenson

Past Pres:  ! Kevin Pechacek

2009-10 DIRECTORS

Club:! ! Tom Bloom   
Community: ! Scott Jones
International: ! Heather Logelin
Vocational:  ! Tom Westerhaus
Youth:! ! Elaine Baumann
Public Relations: !Terry McKay
Membership:! Debbie GrifÞn

Programs:   ! Bill Montgomery
Sergeant:! Jodi Young
Newsletter: ! Gorden Hedahl
Technology: ! Steve Leitch

ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR

2003:! ! Tom Bloom    !
2005:! ! Tom GarÞn
2006:! ! Dale Jorgenson

2006:!  ! Kevin Pechacek
2006:       ! Jerry Tack
2007:!      ! John Kremer
2008 & 2009:! Carole Mottaz

PAST PRESIDENTS

1999:! ! Tom Bloom
2000:! ! Gorden Hedahl
2001:  ! ! David BrassÞeld

2002: ! ! Randy Cudd
2003:! ! Bill Montgomery
2004:! ! Tom Palmer
2005:! ! Connie Foster
2006:! ! Steve Schroeder

2007:! ! Carrie Fisher
2008:! ! Kevin Pechacek
  

Happy Bucks
Jody Young collected Happy Bucks.  Diane identified Kris 
Ainsworth as the Mystery Greeter.

Meeting the Challenge
Several members  stepped forward to meet the Club’s  2010 challenge.  (If 
you haven’t done so yet, there are several more weeks  for you to save up 
or raid the piggy bank.)  There were also a few handshake and miss 
bucks  collected, and a couple of belated New year greetings from those 
who missed last week.  
Packers Season Ends
It was  a good season and a good playoff game with a sad ending for many.  Vince, 
Ted M., Dean, Travis, and Carrie all expressed thanks for a good season and 
sorrow about the ending.  John K. was  very sorry to see that there won’t be his 
predicted Vikings/Pakers  playoff meeting, but Debbie pointed out that now there 
was  nothing left for Packer fans, except to say “Go Cowboys!”  Carrie followed up 
with a Cowboy buck, but Ted M. noted that football didn’t seem to be the best way 
to “build good will and better friendships.”  Happily most of us  remember (at least 
occasionally) that it is  still just a game, and the rivalry (in this  club at least) is 
friendly.  
Rotarians around the world  
Gorden is  leaving this  Saturday for India with the Rotary GSE Team;  John K. will 
be leaving in two weeks  to sail in the Caribbean; and Bill is  leading a large group to 
Italy in 9 weeks.  In addition, we are welcoming Devon from South Africa as an 
Inbound Student, and Diane’s daughter, Andrea, will be an Outbound Student to 
South Korea next year.  
Other Reasons to Celebrate
Some people were still happy about the weather, with Wayne happy about the days 
getting longer.  Pat M. was  happy that the thermometer needle was  above zero, and 
Tim was  happy to be home—but was  less  than happy about the dramatic change in 
temperatures  that greeted his  return from Arizona.  Scott M. is  now looking 
forward to baseball season, with spring training starting in just 3 weeks. (!) 
Rosanne made a college visit to Boulder, Colorado last week, and Carrie noted that 
her “baby” is  turning 14 (How can that be true?!) as her oldest moves  home. 
Melissa announced that she will be coaching high school track at Stillwater High 
School this  spring.  Pat M. is  also happy that his  father is retiring. (Congratulations 
to both.)
Tom G. was  happy about the district event and the impressive group of people that 
are affiliated with Rotary.  Marti was happy for those who stepped forward to be 
hosts for our student and Kris was excited to look forward to meeting Devon. 
Randy noted the funerals  of three friends  in the past week.  But Gorden talked 
about the medical miracles  that have kept him alive and functioning; and Dale was 
enthusiastic to report that he took his  grandson home from the hospital last week. 
He will still be in bed for 4-6 weeks, but all are happy that he is home.  And Dianne 
gave a dollar for all of  the miracles in our lives.
The speaker did not appear, so there was  a brief report for our two candidates  for 
public office, and Bill Montgomery noted that he is  part of a group that does 
Singing Valentines.  Contact him for a way to really impress a loved one.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
Your regular reporter was ÒMissing in ActionÓ for the morning of January 5th.  (Sorry: DoctorÕs orders.) 

But intrepid Carrie Fisher stepped forward to take notes and provide this special insert ÒTidings-PlusÓ on this and the 
following page.  This club really has an incredible wealth of talented and giving people.  THANKS CARRIE!

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB! SPECIAL INSERT FOR JANUARY 5, 2010

President Odeen called the meeting to order.
Jim LaPoint read the invocation.  Members recited the pledge, the 4-Way test and the club’s mission 
statement.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

- Pre-PETS Midterm is in Oakdale on Saturday.  Elaine B. and Tom G.. will be attending. Others 
are welcome to ride along.

- Board meeting is January 14.
Matt Vonk served a double role as “guest speaker” and “mystery greeter.”
HAPPY BUCKS:
Diane led the day with a $20/$10 challenge by giving $20 to Polio Plus and $10 to Fast for Hope.  The 
challenge is for all members to follow her lead by giving $20/$10 during January.  SHE WILL 
DOUBLE HER DONATION IF THE VIKINGS MAKE THE SUPER BOWL!!  Several members took 
up this challenge during Happy Bucks.

There  were many “Happy New Year Bucks”, safe holiday travels, and few to scoot.

Randy had a car repair buck, which was followed by several members giving “cold or weather bucks’ 
with gratitude that their cars handled it.  John Kremer even shared a cold weather nostalgia story.

Scott M., and several others, gave a handshake buck.  Scott may need practice shaking many more 
hands in his bid for City Council.

Steve G. had a missed buck and a Viking Buck (watch out, Diane!)

Terry McKay had a ice & pavement buck.

Bill Montgomery can get the NASA hand outs from John’s presentation if anyone is interested.

Jeff offered to double his donation when the Packers WIN the Super Bowl (Sorry jeff, it turned out to 
be a safe offer).

Tom Westerhaus offered a “Vikings Crier” buck and several news clippings to inspire Dean’s 
redecorating.  Dean reciprocated with a buck in honor of Tom’s generosity.

Elaine reminded the group that Devin (exchange student) will be here soon and host families are still 
needed.

John Kremer gave a bonus buck to discuss progress in Pacha, Peru and suggested a “friendship trip” to 
keep things rolling.  Check out the flight costs – it might just work!
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Matt Vonk, an Associate Professor of Physics at UWRF, came to the 
club on January 5th to report on his experiences as a Rotary 
Teaching Fellow in the Dominican Republic. 

ÒRotary is an organization of business and professional men and women 

united worldwide who provide humanitarian  service, encourage high 

ethical standards  in all vocations, and help build goodwill  and 

peace  in the world.Ó

(NOTE: The scheduled speaker for January 12th did not appear, so there is 
not a report on a presentation this week.)

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB! SPECIAL INSERT FOR JANUARY 5, 2010

MATT VONK
Dr. Vonk holds a B.S. in physics from Hope College in Holland , Michigan , and a Ph.D. in physics from the 
University of Minnesota. His fields of specialization are atomic and molecular physics, electronics, and minor 
planet  astronomy. Before coming to UWRF, he served as an assistant  professor of physics at Eastern Kentucky 
University in Richmond, Kentucky, and Saint  Mary's University in Winona, Minnesota. He has recently returned 
from serving as a Rotary Teaching Fellowship in the Dominican Republic.

Matt  Vonk shared his experiences with the Rotary sponsored trip to Dominican Republic.  It called it  a wild action 
packed adventure full of obstacles, goals, challenges, opportunities, cultural, social and weather issues with a final 
goal of putting chips into the DR.  Kind of like a Wii race!

Some interesting DR tidbits…. It’s the first place Columbus visited.  It is the originator of words such as “chief”, 
“canoe”, “Cuba”.  It  is 1/3 the size of Wisconsin with six times denser population. Famous Dominicans are beauty 
queens, artists, and baseball players.

Matt  stayed in Santigo through a home stay.  His host became a good friend, was a great  cook and always had 
visitors.  Matt worked at a Catholic University teaching logical circuits and a physics lab.  During his stay, he 
attended the local Rotary club and learned about water projects.  He also brought  back one of their flags for the 
club.  One of the striking memories of that  club was their graciousness and absence of condensation in dealing 
with people who needed basic hygiene instruction.  The club worked on water projects and tried to meet the needs 
of families living in dumps.

In contrast  to the beautiful landscape, beach scenes, temperate weather, hard working-happy people, and outdoor 
activities, Matt shared some of the issues facing the people in this area.  Missing manhole covers that  were sold for 
scrap creating major safety issues; obvious housing disparity occurred within the same block; random electric 
outages were common; plagiarism in the education system was an accepted practice.

Matt  did meet  his teaching goal with in the DR.  He even received money from the University to purchase boards 
to leave behind and sustain the teaching he started.  While “Googling” one day, he found a posting, written by a 
former DR student, praising the wonderful physics speech Matt presented during his stay. Matt shared some 
excerpts from his journal.  The final analysis, according to Matt, is that this experience was all about building 
relationships. His next adventure is traveling to Nicaragua on a Fulbright scholarship.

Best  wishes to him from our club! After viewing the wonderful pictures of beaches and tropics, we adjourned and 
entered the cold, dark world of January in Wisconsin. (Submitted by our wonderful guest reporter, Carrie Fisher.)
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Set Ups, Devotions & Greeters

Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

Jan 12 ! Joe Boles ! ! LaPoint / Leitch
Jan 19 ! Rosanne Bump ! ! Leitch / Logelin
Jan 26 ! Larry Cicchese ! ! Logelin / Luther
Feb 2 ! Randy Cudd ! ! Luther / Marsh
Feb 9 	 Bill Montgomery 	 	 Marsh / McQuade
Feb 16 	 Carrie Fisher 	 	 McQuade / McKay
Feb 23 	 Connie Foster 	 	 McKay / Montgomery
Mar 2 	 Nelson French 	 	 Montgomery / Morrissette
Mar 9 	 Tom Garfin 	 	 Morrissette /Mottaz
Mar 16 	 Garrett Gill 	 	 Mottaz / Nelson
Mar 23 	 Debbie Griffin 	 	 Nelson / Neuhaus
Mar 30 	 Gorden Hedahl 	 	 Neuhaus / Nylander

NOTE: If  you are unable to attend, please make 
arrangements to have these responsibilities covered.  
Ideally you might find someone to trade with.

RIVER FALLS ROTARY CLUB! JANUARY 12, 2010

January

Jan 5th: Matt Vonk; UWRF Physics Department and Rotary Teaching Fellow to Nicaragua

Jan 12th: Linda Alvarez, UWRF and the Kenya Pambazuko Partners Organization

Jan 19th: Club Assembly,

January 26th: Promoting Rotary: Terry McKay & Debbie GrifÞn

Program Schedule

Date ! Devotions ! ! Greeter/Setup

April 6
 Jeff  Johnson 
 
 Nylander / O’Malley
April 13
 Tony Jilek
 
 O’Malley / Odeen
April 20 	Ted Hagberg 	 	 Odeen / Page
April 27 	 Scott Jones 	 	 Page / Pechacek
May 4 	 Dale Jorgenson 	 	 Pechacek / Piepgras
May 11 	 John Kremer 	 	 Piepgras / Schroeder
May 18 	 Jim LaPoint 	 	 Schroeder / Tack
May 25 	 Steve Leitch 	 	 Johnson / Westerhaus
June 1 	 Heather Logelin 	 	 Westerhaus / Wulf
June 8 	 Amy Luther 	 	 Wulf  / Young
June 15 	 Ted Marsh 	 	 Young / Ainsworth
June 22 	 Brian McQuade 	 	 Ainsworth / Baumann
June 29 	 Terry McKay 	 	 Baumann / Bloom

Rotary District 5960 has a resource for devotions.  If  you are 
looking for something to read, you might check this link.

River Falls Rotary Mission Statement
ÒEnhancing Opportunities for Youth; Creating a Better World for All.Ó
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River Falls Rotary Membership

Last ! First! Work! Home! Email! ClassiÞcation
Ainsworth	 Kris	 	 	 425-9755	 skainsworth@sbcglobal.net	 Finance/HR Retired
Baumann	 Elaine	 425-1835	 425-5727	 Elaine.Baumann@rfsd.k12.wi.us 	 School Administration	
Bloch 	 Peter  	 426-0866 	 426-0866	 pbd@pressenter.com	 RE Development	
Bloom  	 Thomas 	 425-5182	 425-0427	 Tbloom47@yahoo.com	 Veterinarian           
Bluhm	 Samantha	 651-470-3252	 425-0003	 samantha@powerfulperspectives.net	 Writer/Life Coach
Boles 	 Joseph 	 425-7281	 425-6540	 joe@rodlibeskar.com	 Attorney	
Bump	 Rosanne	 425-2533	 426-6505	 rosanne@rfchamber.com	 CEO Chamber of  Commerce
Cicchese	 Larry	 425-6179	 425 6179	 larrycicchese@baumancpa.com	 Accountant	
Cudd 	 Randy 	 425-9566 	 425-9102	 Randy@randycudd.com	 Real Estate-Sales	
Ericson	 Tim	 262-284-6462	 629-7070	 vj5148@msn.com	 Historian
Fisher 	 Carrie 	 749-4116 	 	 	 	 cfisher@wppisys.org	 Manager-Utilities	
Fitzl	 Travis	 	 	 225-9958	 t_fitzl@hotmail.com	 Accountant
Foster 	 Connie 	 425-3774	 425-6826 	 Connie.d.foster@uwrf.edu	 Higher Ed Admin	
French	 Nelson	 425-5738	 612-237-5171	 nelsonfrench@kinniriver.org	 KRLT Director
Garfin 	 Tom 	 425-9135 	 425-1593	 tgarfin@expensereduction.com 	 Independent Business	
Gill 	 Garrett	 425-9511	 425-8554 	 garrett@gilldesigninc.com	 Golf  Architect	
Goff 	 Steve	 715-821-7018	 425-8972	 steve@byegoff.com	 Attorney
Griffin	 Debbie	 426-1048	 	 	 	 dgriffin@rivertowns.net	 Journalist
Hagberg 	 Ted	 612-701-3744	 651-578-2652	 thagberg@finsvcs.com	 Financial Advisor	
Hedahl 	 Gorden 	 Retired	 426-6082 	 ghedahl@comcast.net	 Higher Ed-Fine Arts Retired	
Jilek	 Tony            Retired	 425-8923	 ajilek@dishup.us.	 Higher Ed-Ag Sciences
Johnson           Jeff  	 425-2401            425-1444	          jjohnson@fnbrf.com		  	      Banking
Jones 	 Scott            425-6811	 sjones@anchorbank.com	 Banking
Jorgenson 	 Dale 	 Retired 	 425-2786 	 rvrlnd@yahoo.com	 Laser Marking Retired
Kremer 	 John 	 612-590-9540 	 381-9799	 john@kremerservices.com	 Automotive Dealer	
LaPoint 	 Jim 	 247-3285	 425-8301 	 lapoint@hotmail.com	 Director
Leitch 	 Steve 	 425-0159 	 425-8044	 steve@leitchinsurance.com	 Insurance Sales
Logelin	 Heather 	 426-4503	 381-2788	 Heather.logelin@allina.com	 Philanthropy	
Luther	 Amy 	 	 	 	 	 	 amy@cohseniorliving.com	 Management
Marsh	 Ted	 425-6309	 651-442-8982	 inhispresents@hotmail.com 	 Clergy	 	
McCardle	 Melissa	 	 	 651-246-7508	 mmcardle@kinniclongtermcare.com 	 Health Care Administration
McKay 	 Terry 	 651-210-5669	 425-1109 	 terry.mckay@ERA.com	 Realty Marketing 
McQuade	 Brian	 612-590-8243	 715-307-0802	 brian@bwirelessnow.com 	 Info Technology
Miller 	 David 	 426-4500 	 	 	 	 david.miller@allina.com 	 Health Care Administration	
Montgomery 	Bill 	 Retired  	 425-5426 	 wm13@pressenter.com	 Clergy	
Morrissette 	 Scott 	 426-7813 	 425-8993 	 smorrissette@anchorbank.com	 Banking-Commercial	
Mottaz	 Carole	 	 	 425-7903	 mottaz@pressenter.com	 Educator
Murphy 	 Pat	 	 	 651-235-2212	 patmurphy208@gmail.com	 Mortgage Broker	
Nelson	 Patty	 425-2386	 425-7966	 Patti@PLNCPA.com	 Accountant-CPA	
Neuhaus	 Max	 425-7281	 715-410-7296	 max@rodlibeskar.com	 Attorney
Nylander 	 Virgil 	 	 	 425-6277	 Nylander-c@sbcglobal.net 	 Higher Ed-Admin Retired
O'Malley 	 Pat 	 425-9882 	 425-9882 	 pomalley@wildblue.net 	 Aviation
Odeen	 Diane	 612-336-9315	 426-5325	 diane@lommen.com	 Attorney at Law
Page	 Alison	 612-810-3918	 425-8772	 alisonhpage@yahoo.com 	 Health Care Administration
Pechacek 	 Kevin 	 425-8100 	 426-2036 	 kevin@thewestwind.com	 Restaurateur
Piepgras 	 Marti 	 425-6177 	 425-2077 	 marti@stcroixgas.com	 Utilities Management
Ross 	 Dan 	 425-9011 	 425-9061 	 dross@rosscm.com	 Construction-Manager
Schroeder	 Steve	 386-2822	 425-1704	 icasws@comcast.net	 Insurance/Finance
Seidling	 Vince	 	 	 715-977-0374	 vseidling@yahoo.com	 Financial Advisor
Tack 	 Jerry 	 426-3122 	 246-7514 	 jtack@fnbrf.com	 Banking-Credit Mgr
Van Galen	 Dean	 425-3201	 	 	 	 dean.vangalen@uwrf.edu	 Higher Ed-Administration	
Westerhaus	 Tom	 425-1800	 715-3070021	 Tom.Westerhaus@rfsd.k12.wi.us 	 Superintendent
Wulf	 Wayne	 866-559-1800	 426-1800 	 Wayne.S.Wulf@ampf.com	 Financial Service
Young 	 Jodie 	 425-8788 	 386-2402	 info@bakken-young.com	 Funeral Director
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